
BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 

formed miracles of mercy, but always for 

others, never for himself. He saved oth- 

ers ; himself he could not save, because 
he would not. He lived for others, he 

died for others, and the spirit of his un- 
selfish devotion is known and read of all 
men. 

Now,brethren,let this mind be inyou also; 
this spirit of unselfishness. If there is any 

one time when we need a greater portion of 

this blessed spirit, than another it is j ust now 

when assembled in National Conference 
to transact the Lord's business. We need 

the wisest counsel afforded us, counsel 

free from all spirit of selfishness, sancti- 
fied counsel. Why are you here, brother? 

For any selfish ends ? If you are here 

for any other but the glory of God, it 

were far better that you had remained at 

home. A great work is before us—a work 

that must be undertaken only in the fear 

of the Lord and under the guidance of his 
spirit. Let each one pray for the mind 

of Christ, who pleased not himself but the 

Father whose will he came to do. There 

will be no trouble to unite our efforts, if 
we are united in Christ. There must be 

but one purpose in all our hearts and 

minds, and that purpose the honor and 

glory of God's name. May he who doeth 

all things well, give us a double portion 

of his spirit, and so direct our thoughts 

and counsel.and deliberations, that what- 
ever we think, say or do, may result in 

the honor and glory of God and the salva- 
tion of souls. 

A VAST DIf FEKENOE. 

There is a vast difference between the 

manifestations of the Holy Spirit and the 
mere ourburst of a wild enthusiasm, tho 

many people are unable to discriminate 
between them, and are thus deceived by 

mistaking the one for the other. Too of- 

ten a great excitement, brought about by 

certain environments, is taken as a sort 
of miraculous outpouring of the Holy 

Spirit. It should be remembered that 

more than 1800 years ago the Holy Spirit 
came into the Christian Church as a per- 
manent abider. He had been in the 

world before, but never in the same sense 

as he has been since. He now comes in- 

to human hearts as of old, but his coming 

is not necessarily accompanied by great 

outward manifestations or loud demon- 
strations. Indeed he may quietly steal 

into human hearts and take possession of 

the soul, and, behold, a changed, a trans- 
formed life, is the only outward sign of 

his silent operations within. 

Sometimes under tender appeals to the 
emotional nature, large congregations are 

moved to tears, feelings are aroused, the 
enthusiasm runs high, the people are wild 

with excitement; and with smooth faced 

solemnity they declare there has been a 

baptism or outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 

a sort of modern Pentecost. This is an 

entire misapprehension of the workings 

of the Holy Spirit of God. He is in the 

world as a permanent abider, and does 

not now and then break forth in great 

convulsions. His operations are quiet, 
almost silent. When he takes possession 

of, and makes his home in the human 

heart, the one possessed does not become 
wild with enthusiasm. If the man was 

wild and boisterous before, he is now 

calm, quiet and easily controlled. 

Jn the Gospels we read' of a certain 
man who was possessed with devils. He 

rent his clothes, threw himself to the 

ground, cut himself with knives, burst 
asunder the chains with which he was 

tied. The people of the community were 
afraid of him. This is the description of 

a man entirely under the influence of 

devils. The Lord Jesus cast out the evil 

spirit, and the Holy Spirit of God took 

possession of the man and dwelt in his 

soul. What then ? He became quiet 
and calm, sitting at the feet of Jesus, 

clothed and in his right mind, learning the 

sweet lessons of love and obedience. 

When the Spirit of God takes possession 

of a man, his life is changed ;he becomes 

a different man. But he does not get 
wild and allow his feelings to get the bet- 

ter of him. He is the same one day as 

another. He is not tremendously re- 

ligious on the Sabbath and indfferent 

during the week. He is the same on 
prayer meeting night as on any other 

night. The Holy Spirit becomes a per- 

manent, abiding principle in the man and 

creates in him a peaceable disposition 
and even temperament. May God grant 

us this spirit in all its fulness and make 

our lives sweet with charities and full of 
good works. 

A CHURCH IN WASHINGTON D. C. 
Our readers will be pleased to learn 

that the Brethren church now has an or- 

ganization of about twenty-five members 

in the city of Washington, the capital of 

this great nation. Thus we are gradually 

finding our way into the large cities of 
the land. Years ago it was declared that 

our cause would not prosper in cities. 

But the cause of the Brethren   church  is 

God's own cause and will flourish wher- 
ever faithfully presented. Paul found 

room for it in the great city of Rome, and 

we believe the large cities of America are 

ready to receive it. At any rate it is our 

duty to preach the Gospel to those who 

know it not, and there are thousands in 

our cities who are ignorant of the saving 
power of the Gospel. 

The Philadelphia church is not only 
self-sustaining ; it is doing godd mission- 

ary work outside its own limits. So is 
the church in Pittsburgh. The little band 

in Washington needs help, and to this 
point the National Mission Board should 
direct its attention. The Maryland Con- 

ference should give the Washington mis- 

sion all the support possible and call on 
the National Board for what it is unable 
to do. Bro. Tally in his "Notes" in 

King's Children says, "start the mission 

work and the money will be forthcoming." 
So it is. People want to be sure that 

there is a place where their money can be 
profitably used. We trust the Confer- 

ence will take hold of this work and ar- 

range for its support. Brother Shaver, 

in this issue, gives a brief report of the 

organization in Washingten. Brother I. 

D. Bowman, who assisted in the work, 
will give a more complete report in the 

next paper. Brother Lyon is the pastor 
in charge. 

This is work that counts. It beats 

"resoluting" all to pieces. Let us talk 

less and do more. The time is at hand; 

let us lay hold of the opportunities afford- 
ed us and push forward the work of the 

Lord to a grand success. The Brethren 

church needs money for present use. We 
cannot afford to raise money and lay it 

by for what may be needed in the future. 

Every penny that can be collected should 
br put to use now. Let us take care of 

the present and the future will be cared 
for. 

GREAT Britain's liquor and tobacco bill 
last year was about $1,500,000.000. Our 
liquor bill amounts annually to about fi,- 
200,000,000. And yet people cry "hard 
times," and wonder why their children 
cry for bread. The wonder is not that 
they have so little to eat but that they have 
any thing. The gold and silver question 
will be settled when the saloons are wiped 
out, not any sooner. Dr. Charles Jewett, 
in arguing for temperance very truthfully 
says : "Why not pour the rum into the 
gutter ? It is destined to the gutter at 
last. Why not pour it there at once, and 
not wait to strain it through a man and 
spoil the strainer in the work ?" 


